
MAIDEN NEWTON PARISH COUNCIL -Minutes 2022 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
Thursday 1st September 2022 at Maiden Newton village hall 

 

Councillors Present:         
J Edwards (JE) (Vice Chairman) 
C Dyke (CD) 

             S Falkingham (SF) 

       D Padfield (DP) 
L Goff (LG)

Paul Valinski (PV)             
                 9 members of the Public 
   

22/09-1 To receive apologies of absence received- Trena Fox (Chair) and Tony Alford (DC Ward Cllr) 
22/09-2 To receive any declarations of interest and grants of dispensation- none  
22/09-3 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th July 2022. 

  Proposed SF                           Seconded CD  
22/09-4 To receive matters arising from the minutes for information only- The Clerk reported that 

the Playing Field pitch seeds and fertilizer has been ordered. The driver warning signs at Harvey’s Green 
have been installed. The new community goal posts purchased have been installed on the playing field. 
The grant for Country Cars has been made towards running costs. The meeting with Ammonite and 
reps from each of the parishes is planned for the 20th September. 
 

22/09-5 Democratic Forum (15 minutes)- for members of the public to raise any issues or items-  
Mark Harding and Barry Burke attended the meeting as agents of the proposed Solar project to give an 
update. There have been several delays due to further highway’s reports required, and now the 
application is due to be determined by scheme of delegation, the applicants would like this to go to 
committee to be determined. It is hoped this will be Sept/Oct time. The agents are continuing to look at 
the opportunity to install an EV charging point at the garage. 
A resident asked if they were aware there is a public footpath in the vicinity of the site, it was explained 
that this has been noted in the application.  
A resident commented on the route and such large vehicles bringing the equipment to the site, it was 
explained there is a detailed traffic management plan for this part of the project to install the 
equipment which has been agreed by DC highways. 
Mark and Barry were thanked for their time and effort to get this application to this stage and 
considering the views of the village and traffic. 
 
CD reported that the Friends of the Play area are holding a Curry and Quiz night on 30th September in 
aid of the new play equipment that was supported at their spring fair. 
 
There is now a new Defibrillator on the Village Hall funded by the CLT, training will be made available. 
LG also reported that there will be a defib at the playing field funded by the football association very 
soon. 
 

22/09-6 Chairman’s report-  
JE welcomed the new Chair and Clerk of Frome Vauchurch Parish Meeting to the meeting.  
The Parish Council funded the replacement defibrillator battery which is located at the garage following 
the software update on the device. 
JE spoke on the issues with the public bins around the village, many have been overflowing and had to 
be reported to Dorset Council and some had been missed due to staff shortages. Some of this 
additional waste may be due to visitors but concerns have been raised on those in the village who are 
using the public bins instead of their own bins, specifically nappies which are being placed on top of the 
bins and are very unpleasant as well as dog mess, residents were reminded to use their own bins or 
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take their additional rubbish to the recycling and waste centre, if there are issue with the public bins to 
report them to Dorset Council.  
 

22/09-7 To receive a report from Dorset Council -Anthony Alford-  

AA was unable to attend the meeting but had sent a report: 

Cost of living help- Dorset Council is working with Dorset Citizen’s Advice to offer advice and support 
on: money, debt and benefits, access to food, housing, support for children, mental health and 
wellbeing, energy, water, phone and broadband costs, employment, general help 
The local Citizens Advice office can give information about their outreach services. 
 
Armed Forces Covenant- Dorset Council has achieved a Gold Award as part of the Ministry of Defence 
Employer Recognition Scheme. It is part of our pledge through the Armed Forces Covenant to ensure 
those who serve, or 
have served, in the Armed Forces, and their families, are treated with fairness and respect in their 
communities, economy and society. 
The achievement highlights the work that has been ongoing to develop the council as a Forces 
friendly employer. 
 
Tour of Britain Stage 7 (Dorset) – cycle race- Saturday 10 September will see Tour of Britain’s first-ever 
visit to Dorset. It will leave West Bay (The 
Esplanade) at 11am and on the way to Ferndown, will pass through Dorchester shortly after 12 
noon. 
 
Electric Vehicle Charging infrastructure in rural areas- Dorset has been announced as one of nine areas 
in England to receive funding from a new 
government scheme which aims to improve electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure. 
The funding comes from the new Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) pilot scheme, through 
which, Dorset Council have managed to secure £2.7million to increase the number of EV charge 
points in the council area. 
 
Fly tipping- At Poole Magistrates Court a Weymouth man was successfully prosecuted by Dorset 
Council for fly-tipping. 
 
Bus Service Improvement Plan- Although the Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP) was unsuccessful in 
generating Government 
funding, Dorset Council continues to seek ways to improve transport in Dorset. A new survey open 
until September 11th will help Dorset Council to refresh the current BSIP with continuing input from 
stakeholders contributing to plans for the future 
The key aims of the BSIP are to improve public transport in Dorset by promoting better use of the 
existing network, introducing simpler and better value fares, providing an easier to understand 
ticketing system, providing better connections within the existing transport network, improving journey 
times, exploring alternatives to traditional bus services to enlarge the current network. 
 

22/09-8 Council Property: To receive the monthly risk assessment reports- 
All inspections were carried out.  
There had been a request from the Youth Club to use the playing field for a “Back to School” event 
as the equipment is too large for the community centre. This was agreed assuming there was 
insurance cover and a risk assessment. This was agreed 
Proposed PV  Seconded DP 
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i. To consider the booking and hire of the Tennis Court for families.  
The Council discussed the fees for hiring the MUGA for tennis for exclusive use, it was agreed 
that a fee of £10 per session would be charged. There would be 3 sessions per day, these will 
be morning, afternoon or evening sessions and booked in advance. Information about this will 
be made available in a list of fees and hire charges. 
Proposed LG  Seconded DP 
 

ii. To consider Beehives and ponds on the Allotments. 

The Council discussed the siting of beehives, a resident at the meeting gave some advice 
having had their own hives. Any hives would have to be away from the allotment plots. 

The Council discussed the siting of ponds at the allotments, they could be good for 
diversification but given that the water is gifted to the Allotment holders it was felt this would 
be difficult to manage. As the rep of the Allotments was not in attendance at the meeting any 
decision will be made at the October meeting when the allotment agreements are considered. 

  

iii. To consider the cutting back of the hedge in the play area from the Cemetery. 
The Council had gathered 2 quotes to cut back the boundary hedge to the Cemetery and Play 
area as this is overgrown. The PCC were unable to cut back their boundary hedge due to 
volunteers and costs. The PC accepted the quote for £180. 
Proposed LG  Seconded DP 
 

iv. To consider the request for Public Toilets in the village 
Following a request for public toilets in the village the PC this was discussed.  
The Council have considered this topic in the past and are not in a position to install public 
toilets due the cost and a suitable siting for the toilets in the village given the PC do not own 
land or property suitable.  
It is believed that the toilets at the Community Centre can be made available at a cost for 
events on the Playing field. Also, if hiring the Village Hall, there are toilets available. There 
have been suggestions to install waterless toilets at the Allotments but this is still being 
considered at this time. 
Proposed CD  Seconded DP 

   
22/09-9 Planning Consultations- 

i. To consider all planning applications:  

• P/NMA/2022/04460- 46 Dorchester Road- granted 20th Aug 

• P/HOU/2022/05061- 39 Dorchester Road-Reinstatement and conversion of existing store and 
lean-to to studio- No objections  

• P/NMA/2022/05378- 46 Dorchester Road-Nonmaterial amendment - Removal of W11 and 
installation of roof light to planning permission WD/D/18/001974 (Internal and external 
alterations to included conversion of dwelling into 2 dwellings, erection of single storey rear 
extension, erection of garden walls and installation of solar panels) no objections 

 
22/09-10 Finance-  

i. To consider all receipts and payments 

The reports of payments were circulated prior to the meeting: 
All payments due were authorised to be paid in line with the necessary internal controls and contracts.  

 

Payments-Aug Detail Amount 
Net world Sports Football goals £238.49 
J Ball   Country Cars Donation £80.00 
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Bank balances as of 31st August - £ 36,111.83 
Proposed LG   Seconded SF  
 

ii. To confirm the Annual Insurance policy- the PC is in a LTA with BHIB and agreed to the renewal 
proposals. 
Proposed PV  Seconded SF 

iii. To consider a grant for the Cemetery towards grass cutting costs 
The PC considered the grant of £650 towards the grass cutting as requested but given the costs of 
the cutting back the Cemetery hedge the amount donated will be reduced by the cost of this work, 
the quote being £180, this will be paid once the work is complete. 
Proposed CD  Seconded SF 
 

iv. To consider the option to opt out of the SAAA central external auditor appointment arrangements- 
The PC considered opting out of the appointment arrangements but have taken advice from DAPTC 
who recommend that all Parish and Town Councils do not opt out of the procurement process and 
stay with the current agreement. 
Proposed SF  Seconded LG 
 

v. To consider opening a fixed term deposit account for 1 year with Lloyds-  
Given the current reserves and that the PC do not have large projects that will be completed within 
12 months, it was agreed to invest £15,000 into a Fixed Term deposit account with 2.10% interest.  
Proposed PV  Seconded SF 
   
 
 

H Soper Allotment works £80.00 

J Edwards Dog Poo Bags £6.00 

Vita Play New Play equipment £17647.20 
SSE Electricity at Muga £12.42 

M Harding Staff cost/expenses £659.00 

HMRC PAYE £113.60 

MNVH Hall hire £16.00 

J Carver Grass cutting £406.66 

Sign Services South Allotment signs £297.60 

Community Heartbeat Trust Defib Battery £318.00 

SSE Muga Electricity £12.44 

Payments- Sep   

M Harding Staff costs/expenses £649.20 

Staff costs PAYE £113.60 

PKF Littlejohn External Audit £240.00 

DAPTC Training £8.00 

J Carver Grass Cutting £406.66 

BHIB Annual Ins £867.89 

H Soper Allotment strimming £25.00 

Receipts  none 

Allotment rent  £6.25 

Paddock rent  £412.50 

Bank Interest  .83 

HMRC Vat return   £3079.67 

Allotment rent  £27.32 



MAIDEN NEWTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 Chairman’s Signature                                                                                  Date: 1st September 2022 5 

vi. To consider opting for the website update in the event of Operation London Bridge 
The Council considered the amendments to the website in the event of a senior royal passing and 
agreed to ask Vision ICT, their website provider to automatically update the website at this time at a 
cost of £35. 
Proposed LG  Seconded CD  5 FOR 1 Against 
 

22/09-11 Transport/Highways 
i. To receive the transport report- SF had supplied the transport report for September as well as the 

additional information following the further works on the railway due to issues with foundations to 
include the details of the buses being provided during this time. Copies will be in the Herald and on 
the notice boards and website. 
 

ii. To consider any other Highways reports- SF will be attending the Bus improvement plan meeting 
online 

 
iii. To consider the Bus Shelter removal spec- the spec had been circulated prior to the meeting, 

detailing the agreed project to remove the old Bus shelter, place a Tommy bench on the lower area 
and install a shelter over the bench. This would then be accessible for all. The PC agreed to the spec, 
and this will be available and sent to contractors for consideration at the October meeting. The PC 
are still waiting on details of traffic management from highways. DP did not support the project as 
she felt it is a waste of money. The project had been agreed in the budget for 2021-22, it is hoped 
that this will be completed in that time. 
Proposed LG  Seconded SF  5 FOR    1 abstention  
 

22/09-12 Rights of Way report-  
The RoW officer commented a plan to create walking maps of both Maiden Newton and Frome 
Vauchurch. He also commented on the email of complaint about some of the local footpaths, which 
have been reported to RoW. 
  

22/09-13 To consider items of correspondence received- a list of correspondence was circulated. 
 

22/09-14 Items for the next Parish Council meeting 6th October 2022 
Bus Shelter, Allotment agreement, Ammonite report.  
 

22/09-15 Democratic Forum 15 minutes - none 
 
Meeting closed at 19:59.  


